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THE BIRD LIFE OF LINCOT,N COCWry 
By WILSON TOUT:' 
North Platte is the county seat of Lincoln County and is located near 
its center. It is 240 miles due east from the center of Lincoln County to 
the city of Omaha on the eastern boundary of the state, and 160 miles 
due west to the Wyoming border. This means that if a line is drawn due 
east and west across the state, w:th one end at the city of Omaha, the 
center of Lincoln County will be three-fifths of the distance from the 
east end of the line and two-fifths of the distance from its west end. 
Thus Lincoln County is a little west of the center of the state, but yet not 
far enough to be located in the western part of the state. Omaha is about 
as far from Superior as is North Platte, and Scottsbluff is about as far 
from North Platte as is Superior. I am giving these facts to show you 
that North Platte is really much nearer to the center of the state than it 
is to the western part. From Sidney on west one finds a real western 
avifauna. From Fremont on east the bird life is in the main eastern. At 
North Platte we have both eastern and western birds. We are near enough 
to the Rocky Mountains to get western forms and also near enough to the 
Mississippi Valley to get eastern forms. 
Let me analyze briefly some of the outstanding facts about the bird life 
of Lincoln County. They are the results of almost thirty years of resi-
dence here, following about the same length of residence in the eastern 
part of this state. 
The Prairie Sharp-tailed Grouse is found here, as is also the Greater 
Prairie Chicken. The proportion is about one of the former to four of 
the latter at present, although hunters say they were present more nearly 
in equal numbers forty years ago than now. The only Quail we have 
is the Bob-white. I have two records of the American Woodcock seen 
here during migration, and Mr. Carl Hollman has seen it here once. Both 
of us were familiar with this bird in the east, where it is more common. 
The Southern Long-billed Curlew is still found h9re during the nesting 
season. At Jackson's Lake, on Whitehorse Creek about twelve miles 
northw2st of the city, I counted as many as twenty adult Curlews in the 
air at one time during early July. Ranchmen report them as being often 
seen in the sandhills far away from any standing water. 
The Western Burrowing Owl used to be common here, but it is now 
becoming rare as the farmers and ranchmen make a determined war on 
the Prairie-dog with whom it usually associates. I saw Western Burrow-
ing Owls and their burrows in the City Park here several years ago, at 
the Experimental Substation south of the city three years ago, and near 
the Taft School, which is a part of the North Platte city school district, 
* This paper was read on the program of the Thirty-seventh Annual 
Meeting of the N. O. U. at North Platte, Nebraska, May 15, 1936.-Ed. 
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just last summer. The Northern Yellow-shafted Flicker is a common 
summer resident and breeder here, with an occasional record of an indi-
vidual or a pair staying all winter. The Common Red-shafted Flicker, 
from the west, regularly arrives in the fall and spends the winter here 
in moderate numbers. Then there are the numerous hybrid birds, which 
often baffle the beginner and bother even the more advanced bird student. 
The Eastern Crow is a permanent resident in Lincoln County, but not 
in consistent numbers. Many nest here and the number increases during 
migration, with quite a number staying here all winter. Its near relative 
the American Magpie, from the west, is also a permanent resident here. 
I have ~een flocks which I estimated contained 500 of these Magpies in 
the timber along the Platte River just east of the city during the winter. 
During the summer the Magpies leave the valley and go into the hills and 
canyons to the south to nest. The Northern Blue Jay is a common summer 
resident and breeder here, with an individual occasionally staying here 
all winter. The Pinon Jay from the R,Qckies has been a visitor here during 
three out ,of the last six winters. Flocks of from six to thirty individuals 
are seen at times. 
The Wo,od Thrush from the east has been a summer resident at North 
Platte in fourteen of the twenty-nine years that I have been keeping 
records here, and the Townsend Solitaire from the west has been a winter 
resident here during most of the later years. The Eastern Common Blue-
bird is a summer resident in numerous localities in Lincoln County, 
while the Mountain Bluebird is a winter resident in small flocks during 
most years. 
We have as summer residents and breeders the Bobolink from the east 
and the Lark Bunting fr,om the west, and a lot of people cannot tell one 
from the othec' until the difference is pointed out. The Brewer Blackbird 
from the west is an occasional breeder in Lincoln County, and the Rusty 
Blackbird from the east is a more or less irregular migrant. The Bronzed 
Grackle is common here in North Platte and Thick-billed Red-winged 
Blackbirds are numerous. There was probably not a day last winter when 
I could not have seen a flock of several hundred Redwings if I had looked 
f,or them. I was out every week during the winter and nearly always saw 
them. We have three orioles here as summer residents. The Baltimore 
Oriole is the commonest, the Orchard Oriole is not so comm,on, but it is 
noted each year up to mid-summer, and the Bullock Oriole, the western 
form, is also not uncommon in Lincoln County. 
The Scarlet Tanager from the east was recorded here last spring within 
a few days of the appearance here of a Western Tanager, a resident of 
the west. The Rocky Mountain Black-headed Grosbeak is common here 
as a summer resident and it is regularly found nesting here. And occa-
sionally we record the Rose-breasted Grosbeak from the east as a migrant, 
but there are no records of its being a summer resident, or of its l).esting 
here. The Indigo Bunting from the east is recorded every year here in 
Linc,oln County and the Lazuli Bunting from the west is an irregular 
migrant with us. Last spring we recorded both of these species during 
the same week. During the past winter we had four kinds of junc,os in 
our home yard. We trapped and banded the Pink-sided Junco, the Shufeldt 
Oregon Junco and the Gray-headed Junco, all from the west, and the 
Eastern Slate-colored Junco fr,om the east. The Shufeldt Oregon Junco 
is the commonest form found here. All are winter residents, much com-
moner in some years than in others. During some winters we have the 
Alaska Lapland Longspurs in abundance, while during ,other years it is 
the Comm,on Lapland Longspur, and in some years we do not record 
either. They are quite erratic in their appearance here, or it may be that 
we are erratic in observing them, as they are winter residents and we are 
less in the field then. 
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GENERAL NOTES 
The European Starling Near Falls City, Richardson County.-On March 
18, 1936, along the highway five miles northwest of Falls City, Richard-
son County, we saw four European Starlings (Sturnus vulgaris vul-
garis}.-MR. and MRS. L. M. GATES, Lincoln, Nebr. 
The European Starling near Omaha, Douglas County.-In April, 1936, a 
pair of European Starlings (Sturnus vulgaris vulgaris) established them-
selves at my farm near Omaha with the apparent intention of nesting 
in a hollow in a telephone pole.-O. L. STOLTENBERG, Omaha, Nebr. 
The European Starling Recorded a Fourth Time from Red Cloud, Web-
ster County.-On May 13, 1936, I noted the European Starling (Sturnus 
vulgaris vulgaris) at Red Cloud. It was previously noted here by me in 
October, 1933, and on May 12, 1935, and by Mrs. Harvey Rickerson on 
February 15, 1936 (antea, ii, p. 37, iii, p. 83, and iv, p. 41).-MRS. GEORGE 
W. TRINE, Red Cloud, Nebr. 
The European Starling in Wheeler County, Nebraska.-The European 
Starling (Sturnus vulgaris vulgaris) has been reported for every county 
in the state of Iowa and is now apparently well on the way to spreading 
over the neighboring state of Nebraska. On June 8, 1936, the writer saw 
two pairs of European Starlings in a farm yard near Cumminsville, 
Wheeler County. The birds probably followed up the course of Beaver 
Creek from the southeast, as there are no railroad lines running up 
into this particular area. It is apparent that this species does not neces-
sarily follow along the railroad lines, as the English Sparrow did in its 
invasion of the four corners of the United States.-WM. YOUNGWORTH, 
S'ioux City, Iowa. 
Harris Sparrows Losing Their Toes.-In re-reading the bands on those 
individuals of the Harris Sparrow (Zonotrichia querula) that wintered 
here in 1935-36, we find many of these birds either have lost or are 
losing their toes, usually at the first joint but also in some cases at the 
second joint. The birds seem to be perfectly normal otherwise. We think 
that their feet must have become frozen during the exceedingly cold 
weather of January and February, 1936.-MISSES AGNESS and SUSIE 
CALLAWAY, Fairbury, Nebr. 
The American White Egret at Hastings, Adams County.-On the after-
noon of April 14, 1936, we saw two American White Egrets (Herodias 
albus egretta) at the lagoon four miles south of town. At first we 
studied the birds at a distance, fearing we might startle them, but 
gradually we drove the car nearer until we were within fifty feet of 
them. We carefully observed these individuals for thirty minutes, and 
could easily see their yellow bills and black legs. They were feeding 
among the reeds and each was observed catching a fish. When bending 
over their long necks were folded, heron-like, and sometimes the neck 
was drawn in, giving a "hunched" appearance. Upon returning to town, 
we studied the specimens in the Hastings Municipal Museum to make 
absolutely sure of our identification of these birds.-MESDAMES J. D. 
FULLER, A. H. and A. M. JONES, and A. E. OLSEN, Hastings, Nebr. 
The Northern Little Blue Heron at Hastings, Adams County.-On May 
I, 1936, we saw a Northern Little Blue Heron (Florida caerulea caerulea) 
perched on a tree limb at Hastings. The blue coloring and more slender 
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form were clearly seen to preclude any confusion with the Eastern Green 
Heron.-MESDAMES A. H. and A. M .. TONES, Hastings, Nebr. 
The Northern Little Blue Heron in Garden County, Nebraska.-On June 
13, 1936, while working on Gimlet Lake, located on the Crescent Lake 
Refuge, with Walter W. Bennett, Refuge Superintendent, and Mr. L. O. 
Horsky of Omaha, Nebraska, the writer flushed a Northern Little Blue 
Heron (Florida caerulea caerulea). The bird flew a short distance and 
I watched it for some time. It apparently was a second year bird which 
had lost its white plumage and was assuming the dress of the adult bird. 
There were also some numbers of nesting American Black-crowned Night 
Herons in the immediate vicinity, and it may be that this Little Blue 
Heron came north with the latter species.-WM. YOUNGWORTH, Sioux 
City, Iowa. . 
The Palmer Curve-billed Thrasher at North Platte, Lincoln County.-
On Sunday, April 19, 1936, as Mrs. Weakly and I drove into the drive-
way at our house on the Experiment Station grounds, I heard a thrasher 
singing a very fine song, but one quite different from that of the Brown 
Thrasher, in the top of a cottonwood tree near our house. When I saw 
the bird I recognized it as something entirely new in my experience, and 
decided to collect it, but when I returned with a gun it was gone. On 
the following Tuesday, April 21, I heard it again and saw it at close 
range, but again I was not equipped to collect it. The following Monday, 
April 27, it was seen a third time. Only a single specimen was noted on 
each of these three dates. Then on Saturday, May 2, I encountered five 
of these thrashers, under such circumstances as to make it certain that 
they were all different individuals. Two of them were seen right in my 
yard, and one of these two was collected. The other one flew away. One 
of the men working on the Experiment Station reported to me that he 
had seen ten or a dozen of these birds on May 2, feeding on insects at 
the butt of a haystack, but I was not able personally to verify the 
presence of that many of the thrashers. Four of the birds were seen 
on Monday, May 4, probably the four remaining of the group of five 
seen by me on May 2. On May 5, when searched for, they were gone, 
and have not since been noted. The collected specimen was forwarded 
on the evening of May 4 by Mr. Wilson Tout to Professor M. H. Swenk 
at Lincoln, who received it the following day, and preserved it as a skin. 
He has identified it as an adult male Palmer Curve-billed Thrasher 
(Toxostoma curvirostre palmeri) with an extremely long (hypertrophic) 
bill that measured 39 mm. in length.' The other measurements of the 
bird were normal for the subspecies. This is a bird of the desert region 
of southern Arizona and adjacent parts of Mexico, and the presence of 
at least five individuals in this locality is to be regarded as an exceed-
ingly extraordinary accidental occurrence.-HARRY E. WEAKLY, Experi-
ment Substation, North Platte, Nebr. 
Breeding of the Common Rock Wren at North Platte, Lincoln County.-
For years we have known. that the Common Rock Wren (Salpinctes ob-
soletus obsoletus) occurred rather commonly around North Platte during 
the spring migration period, and also that it occasionally summered 
here. During each of the past three years the song of this species has 
been heard on different occasions in the canyons and pockets of this 
vicinity. It was noted in a canyon southeast of this city on the N. O. U. 
field trip on May 16, 1936. On May 23 following, while again in this 
canyon, I saw one of these birds, and secured it as a specimen. A few 
moments later I saw another one, which went into a hole abouty twenty-
five feet up in the almost vertical wall of a pocket in the canyon, just 
'This specimen was subsequently forwarded to Dr. H. C. Oberholser 
for examination, and he has verified the identification here given, as 
well as that of the previously recorded specimen of the Northern Varied 
Thrush from North Platte (antea, iv, pp. 9-10).-Ed. 
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about half-way between the bottom and top of the wall. A break in the 
wall, however, had brought down a pile of the clay, and by climbing on 
this I was able to reach the opening and dug it out. Inside I found a 
nest of the wren containing three eggs. The nest was almost flat, having 
only a slight depression for the eggs. Mrs. Tout and I returned to the 
canyon containing the nest on May 31, when we saw a Common Rock 
Wren, and watched it for more than an hour, during which time it sang 
at intervals but never went near the nesting place. Examining the nest, 
and finding it just as I had left it eight days previously, I removed both 
the nest and eggs. The nest was easily taken from the hole after some 
of the clay had been chipped away. The floor of the cavity was flat and 
commodious, and when the nest was removed the bottom of the excava-
tion was clean. The nest and eggs followed the specimen taken on May 
23 to Professor M. H. Swenk for preservation, to establish definitely the 
breeding of the Common Rock Wren in the North Platte vicinity, which 
is at the eastern edge of its breeding range in Nebraska. In another 
pocket, about a half-mile west of the one in which the nest was found, 
a little later in the same afternoon we saw another pair of Common 
Rock Wrens, very likely also nesting birds.--WILSON TOUT, North 
Platte, Nebr. 
The American Woodcock Present in Jefferson County in July.-On the 
evening of July 7, 1936, when Mary Olive Richardson returned home 
from a trip for water to the spring on the Richardson farm, she re-
ported to her mother, Mrs. Charles Richardson, that she had seen a 
strange bird there. Mrs. Richardson, who is our next neighbor, called 
us and together we went to the spring. The strange bird proved to be an 
American Woodcock (Philohela minor). On our return to the spring on 
the morning of July 8, the bird had gone, but was back again on July 12 
and 13. As the streams and water holes of this locality are very dry, we 
are hoping to see other rare water birds this summer.-MISSES AGNESS 
and SUSIE CALLAWAY, Fai,'bury, Nebr. 
THE 1~J:i6 MTGRA'rTO~ 8EA80N 
The spring of 1936 was, especially during the early part, "late" in char-
acter, and dry throughout. The month of April was very cold during its 
first week, especially on April 2 and 3, when the temperature dropped to 
as low as 15" below zero in Sheridan and Dawes Counties, with many 
record low (usually subzero) temperatures established over the entire 
state; it then turned warm during the second week, but finished the 
second half of the month somewhat cooler than normal, dropping to 
freezing over most of the state on April 21 and 22. The average tem-
perature for the month of April for the whole state was 47.1", which is 2.1 
degrees below the normal. April precipitation was 66% of normal for the 
state as a whole, or 1.59 inches, varying from a little over one-half of the 
normal amount in the eastern and central sections of the state to 94% of 
normal precipitation in the western one-third, where there were good 
rains on April 9 and on the last five days of the month. May turned un-
usually warm after the cool first three days of the month, and proved to 
be exceeded in average temperature only twice (in 1881 and 1934) during 
the past half-century. The eastern one-third of the state experienced the 
highest temperatures. For the state as a whole, the average temperature 
was 64.2°, which is 5.2 degrees above the normal. May precipitation 
amounted to 93% of the normal for the state as a whole, or 3.20 inches; 
for the eastern division it was 67%, for the central division 131% and for 
the western division 84%, of the normal. The period of May 7 to 9 was 
especially rainy, and as the month closed heavy rains fell in the state, and 
especially in the southwest, which again brought the Republican River to 
flood stage. Precipitation for the whole state for the five months up to 
June 1 was 86% of normal, amounting to 7.09 inches (normal, 8.90 inches). 
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Regionally, the precipitation for these five months was 74%, 97% and 90% 
of the normal for the eastern, central and western sections of the state, 
respectively. As the month of June proceeded, it continued to develop 
excess heat, reaching its hottest period during the last six days, and 
averaging decidedly above normal for the month as a whole. After some 
good rains during the early part of the month, June weather turned very 
dry, with subsequently only scattering showers or light rains, and few of 
these, and adding greatly to the accumulated 1936 moisture deficiency. 
At Lincoln, June produced a deficiency of 3.19 inches of precipitation, 
bringing the deficiency for the five months to July 1 to 5.96 inches. These 
high temperatures and lack of rainfall, together with the hot winds, 
quickly dried out the soil, and a drought period, rivaling that of 1934, set 
in and continued through the greater part of July, which latter month was 
marked by great rainfall deficiency and a long period of extremely high 
temperatures. At Lincoln on every day from July 9 to 19, inclusive, the 
temperature exceeded 100', and the all-time record of 112' was equalled 
on July 17, with corresponding high temperatures elsewhere throughout 
the state during this period. 
At Red Cloud, C. S. Ludlow noted the Prairie Falcon on January 8 and 
March 9 and 29. Western Mourning Doves were seen on January 21, four 
of them along the Republican R,iver. The Eastern Belted Kingfisher was 
seen on January 1. Ben Pegg reported flocks of Horned Larks estimated 
to total 100,000 birds moving north at Blue Hill on January 21, and cover-
ing acres of ground when alighting. Thousands of migrating Horned 
Larks passed through Red Cloud on February 21, according to Mr. Lud-
low. The Harris Sparrow wintered there from January 8 to February 2 
and migrated through commonly from March 5 to April 18. 
The Common Redpoll was noted at North Platte by Wilson Tout and 
at Red Cloud by C. S. Ludlow on January 1. Mr. Ludlow noted six of 
them on January 4 and a flock of ten from January 17 to 21. Glenn Vieh-
meyer saw a flock of fifty at his farm near Stapleton on February 2. 
Under date of April 9, Miss Marian Day of Superior reports that the 
Northern Purple Martin arrived there on April 8. She also mentions that 
fewer hawks than usual were observed in the Superior vicinity the past 
~~spffng. According to the same letter, the Northern Pine Siskin nested at 
Superior this spring. A nest was found by Miss Lucy Mitchell, but 
seemed to have been disturbed by the Bronzed Grackles and so WaS 
abandoned. What was thought might be the same pair of siskins then 
established a nest in the bushy top of a small cedar tree in Miss Day's 
yard, where it was noted early in April. Mrs. H. C. Johnston, under date 
of June 8, adds the comment that the siskins made several attempts to 
nest at Superior this year, but that all of these nests were destroyed by 
the Bronzed Grackles, which species Mrs. Johnston feels, like many of our 
N. O. U. members, is becoming too numerous. 
At Red Cloud, Mrs. George W. Trine noted the Northern Pine Siskin 
on March 2, and C. S. Ludlow noted three of them on March 9. They were 
subsequently noted by Mr. Ludlow on April 11, (1), 15 (3), 16-18 and 21. 
Then on May 3 he saw a pair of these birds carrying nesting materials, 
but was not able to locate where the nest was being built. A pair of these 
birds was seen in his orchard by Mr. Ludlow on March 16. These birds 
were first noted at Hastings on February 23 and 27 and March 6, and were 
still there and heard singing on May 11 to 13, by Mrs. A. H. Jones, though 
no nests were located. 
Under date of March 9 and April 19, Mrs. O. W. Ritchey of Maywood, 
Frontier County, reports that Northern Pine Siskins were visiting her 
yard between these dates, and on one occasion one alighted in the window 
box less than two feet away from her as she stood at the window, afford-
ing her a very good view of the distinguishing marks of the bird. 
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Red Cross bills were also common this past spring. An account of their 
occurrence at Hastings up to April 9 has been given (antea, iv, pp. 46-47); 
to which may be added that the flock was again seen by Mesdames A. H. 
Staley and F. L. Youngblood on April 27, and four red and four gray ones 
in the pines in the Bird Reserve by Mesdames A. H. and A. M. Jones on 
May 2, while the last report was for May 16, when a park workman saw 
them again in the same trees. At Lincoln one was noted on March 17 by 
M. H. Swenk and a small flock on April 7. Raymond Roberts saw a male 
on April 20 and a female on April 21. Mr. and Mrs. Swenk saw a flock of 
eight in their yard on May 1 and two males in full red plumage on May 21. 
They were noted at Omaha on January 1 (Miss Mary Ellsworth) and at 
North Platte on February 25 (Harry Weakly). 
Under date of April 9, Mrs. George W. Trine of Red Cloud, Webster 
County, reports that during the night of March 25 many flocks of wild 
geese, confused by dust in the upper air, circled over that town. Some 
of the flocks were so low that they were plainly visible even in the semi-
darkness. She says that they counted eleven low-flying flocks between 
dark and the time of retiring, while other flocks awakened them during 
the night. The lights of the town seemed to attract the birds. She en-
closes a clipping from the Clay Center Sun (Clay County), reporting the 
same condition at that town the same evening, where they circled around 
until far into the night. A low-flying flock between Clay Center and 
Glenvil hit a transformer and damaged it, as well as killing some of the 
birds. Two others were killed when they flew against the standpipe at 
Clay Center. Similar conditions were reported from Hastings, Adams 
County. Mrs. Trine also reports that a new pair of Eastern Cardinals 
had appeared at her home. But under date of June 6, Mrs. Trine further 
reports that by that date the Cardinals were no longer to be seen, even 
along the river. She also writes: "A couple of weeks ago I noticed that 
a pair of Eastern Yellow Warblers were taking ravelings for their nest, 
and was quite indignant when an Arkansas Kingbird grabbed all of the 
beginnings of the little warblers' nest, and all they could do was to follow 
the kingbird futilely about ten feet behind. Mockingb'rds are nesting at 
the north end of town. Out of three nests of the first brood of the Eastern 
Robin, just one young bird left the nest. Bronzed Grackles are positively 
fiendish in their destruction of the eggs and young of our desirable birds. 
They have destroyed four Brown Thrasher's eggs that I know of, right 
here in our half-block." 
Under date of April 22, Mrs. Lily R. Button reports that the early 
spring bird arrivals were somewhat delayed at Fremont on account of the 
continued cold weather in February. However, the Eastern Robin, East-
ern Common Bluebird, Western Meadowlark, Red-winged Blackbird and 
Bronzed Grackle had all put in an appearance there before the close of 
February. The first Northern Purple Martins arrived at Fremont on 
April 1 and the first Western House Wrens on April 19. Mrs. Button 
again asks the oft-repeated question as to what we can do about the 
Bronzed Grackles, "which are so quarrelsome about our homes and which 
drive out the other birds, or attempt to do so." She says complaints have 
come to her from out in the country also, where the grackles congregate 
about the houses in large flocks. 
Under date of April 26, Mr. Dana Anderson reports that on that day 
he had visited a large heronry at Raymond Lake Ranch, in the sandhills 
near Hyannis, Grant County. The heronry contained over fifty nests of 
the Treganza ( ?) Great Blue Heron, and Mr. Anderson says that the spot 
was alive with these birds. He comments on the fine water-bird territory 
around Raymond Lake Ranch, which he says has fine natural nesting 
sites for these species. The Southern Long-billed Curlews were arriving 
at the lake at the time of his visit, and he saw Avocets both there and 
along Highway No.2 between Lakeside and Antioch, in Sheridan County. 
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Other unusual birds were the Steller Jay (subsp.) and Mountain Blue-
birds. West of Ashby, Grant County, about 250 White Pelicans were 
seen. Saskatchewan Horned Larks were everywhere in the sandhills. 
Just entering Colorado between Laramie, Wyoming, and Fort Collins, on 
Highway No. 285, Mr. Anderson noted a pair of the Townsend Solitaire. 
Under dates April 27 and June 4, Mrs. Carl N. Collister of North Platte 
reported that as compared with past seasons the spring migration at that 
point was somewhat delayed. Cedar Waxwings arrived on April 5, and 
from then to June 4 these birds were present quite commonly in the city, 
in flocks of from twenty-five to fifty, feeding with apparent relish on the 
Russian olive berries that have hung on the trees through the winter and 
apparently were uncared for by most other birds. During late May quite a 
number of these birds were picked up dead, though no cause for their death 
was apparent. 
Under date of April 30, Miss Mollie A. Taylor of Battle Creek reports 
that during the past winter Eastern Hairy and Northern Downy Wood-
peckers, a Northern Blue Jay and Black-capped Chickadees fed regularly 
at her place, but that the Eastern White-breasted Nuthatch and Eastern 
Brown Creeper failed to appear there for the third successive winter. 
Three Eastern Robins remained about her yard to December 1, and this 
species returned March 1, at which time Eastern Common Bluebirds were 
also reported. A Screech Owl roosted on the bracket under the eaves for 
part of the time during the winter. Early in April some chickadees were 
trying to get into one of Miss Taylor's hollow-log wren houses, but .the 
hole was too small. She states that when the hole was enlarged a bit .the 
birds worked very hard cleaning the house, but did not nest there after all. 
She reports that Mr. Hugo Degner of Wisner found that the Northern 
Purple Martins nesting on his place did not arrive in 1936 until April 16, 
which was about ten days later than usual. On April 30, Miss Taylor saw 
a Northern American Coot running from her yard. A neighbor woman 
tried to catch it, but it hid among the hedge plants and escaped. 
Under date of May 2, Miss Mary St. Martin of Wahoo writes that on 
April 10, near Hordville, Merrick County, she saw an enormous flock of 
geese on an oat field about a half-mile off the highway, it being the largest 
flock of these birds that she had ever seen. She commented that when 
many of them rose up into the air as she approached, there were still so 
many remaining on the ground that the flying birds were not missed. 
During the last few days in April she had White-throated, Eastern White-
crowned, Song and other Sparrows in her yard. On May 2, in a short 
field trip at Wahoo she noted the Tennessee and Eastern Myrtle Warblers, 
and Bobolinks, as well as a number of the earlier spring arrivals. 
Under dates of April 20 and May 4, Mr. Frederick W. Haecker reports 
seeing a Swainson Hawk along the Missouri River opposite Cass County 
on April 7, and an American Black-crowned Night Heron in Potta-
wattamie County, Iowa, about a mile from the Nebraska line, on April 18. 
On April 19, he and his daughter listed the following twenty-two species 
along the Missouri River, in the northeastern corner of Sarpy County: 
Eastern Great Blue Heron, Common Canada Goose, Shoveller, Lesser 
Scaup, American Buff-breasted Merganser, Northern American Coot, 
Semipalmated Plover, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Western Mourning Dove, 
Eastern Belted Kingfisher, Northern Yellow-shafted Flicker, Northern 
Downy Woodpecker, Northern Purple Martin, Eastern Crow, Eastern 
Robin, Eastern Common Bluebird, Eastern Myrtle Warbler, Red-winged 
Blackbird (subsp.), Bronzed Grackle, Red-eyed Eastern Towhee, Field 
Sparrow, and Song Sparrow. On April 21, Mr. Haecker watched two 
American Ospreys at close range, as they were fishing in a shallow 
overflow lake in the extreme north-eastern corner of Kansas, about one 
mile from the point where the three states of Nebraska, Kansas and 
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Missouri come together. He found Chimney Swifts and Dickcissels 
arriving in Richardson County in extreme southeastern Nebraska on 
April 30. On May 3, working in the Missouri River bottoms and bluffs, 
both above and below Omaha, he and his daughter listed forty-three 
species, including the Bell, Eastern Warbling and Philadelphia Vireos 
and the Eastern Yellow, Eastern Myrtle, Black-poll and Western Palm 
Warblers. 
Under date of May 11, Mrs. L. H. McKillip of Seward, Seward County, 
writes that on April 30 there was an unusual migration of Clay-colored 
Sparrows through her locality. These birds were so numerous that she 
received several telephone calls from different people asking what they 
were. Along with them were about five Song Sparrows, two Harris 
Sparrows and one Eastern White-crowned Sparrow. No Gambel 
Sparrows were seen. After about an hour they seemed to leave, but 
were shortly after replaced with what seemed to be another wave of 
about as many individuals, but composed exclusively of Clay-colored 
Sparrows. Then came another lull and a third wave of mainly Clay-
colored Sparrow arrivals, with which were a few Song Sparrows, one 
Eastern White-crowned Sparrow and two Eastern Chipping Sparrows, 
but no Harris Sparrows. On May 3, at other places about the city, large 
flocks of Clay-colored Sparrows and Eastern Chipping Sparrows were 
seen. Water birds, Mrs. McKillip reports, have not been as numerous as 
before the drouth. 
Under date of May 14, Mrs. A. H. Jones reports that the Red-breasted 
Nuthatch which was recorded as last seen in Mrs. J. D. Fuller's yard on 
December 15, 1935 (antea, iv, p. 15), reappeared there later and was 
seen for a number of days up until the very cold weather of early 
February, when it again was missed and did not return. Early in May 
its remains were found near the tree which it had frequented, an ap-
parent victim of the severe weather. The latest spring date for the 
species at Hastings was April 15 (Misses Rowe). At Lincoln M. H. 
Swenk noted one on April 28 and two on May 2. Another Hastings 
record worthy of special mention, is a Tufted Titmouse seen by Mesdames 
A. M. Jones and A. H. Staley on April 14. 
Under date of June 15, Mr. Harold Turner reports on the bird migra-
tion as observed by him near Holstein, Adams County, from March 27 
(cf. antea, iv, p. 47) on through the spring. On March 30, a Harlan 
Red-tailed Hawk was noted. An adult Eastern Red-tailed Hawk was 
noted March 31, and several Red-tailed Hawks were seen on April 1 
and 19, on which latter date a Cooper Hawk and a Marsh Hawk were 
also noted. American Pintails were seen on April 1. A few Lapland 
Longspurs were noted on April 2 and 6, and a flock of twenty or twenty-
five of them on April 11. The following are the first dates of record for 
several species: The Western Mourning Dove on April 10, the Brown 
Crane (about forty-five seen flying low to the northwest late in the day) 
on April 12, the Franklin Gull and Western Mockingbird on April 16, 
migrant Northern Blue Jays on April 24, the White-crowned Sparrow 
(several) and Arctic Spotted Towhee (numerous) on April 25, the 
Arkansas Kingbird and Brown Thrasher on April 28, the Barn Swallow 
on May 1, the Eastern Kingbird on May 3, the Baltimore Oriole on May 
4, the Red-headed Woodpecker on May 5, the Eastern Yellow Warbler, 
Orchard Oriole, Rocky Mountain Black-headed Grosbeak and Lark 
Bunting on May 6, the Scarlet Tanager (a fine male along Sand Creek) 
on May 11, the Nighthawk on May 15, the Bobolink on May 16, the 
Dickcissel (seen for the first time here after an absence of two or three 
summers) on May 19, the American Black Tern on May 27, the Buff-
breasted Sandpiper (a lone bird noted in a field) on May 28, the Western 
Blue Grosbeak (a pair) on May 30 (also a lone female seen on June 
10), and the Catbird on June 1. Eastern American Goldfinches were 
common on June 5. 
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l\TINlITES OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH Al\~FATj MEETING 
m~ TIm NEBRASKA OR~ITHOLOGISTS' l'NION 
The thirty-seventh annual meeting of the Nebraska Ornithologists' 
Union was held at North Platte, Nebraska, on Friday and Saturday, 
May 15 and 16, 1936. The members of the N. O. U. were the guests of 
the North Platte Bird Club at this meeting. All of the program sessions 
were held in the Pawnee Hotel. Registration, under the able supervision 
of Miss Rebecca Tout, began at 9 :30 A. M. on May 15, and by 11 :00 A. M., 
fifty-four members and visitors had arrived and registered, permitting 
President L. M. Gates promptly to call the meeting to order and start the 
program at 11 :05 A. M. 
At the opening of the meeting, President Gates first appointed the fol-
lowing committees: Auditing, Mr. Harry E. Weakly (Chairman), Mr. 
George O. Smith and Mrs. George Blinco; Nominating, Mrs. Carl Collister 
(Chairman), Mr. E. W. Glandon and Mrs. L. H. McKillip; Resolutions, 
Mr. A. M. Brooking (Chairman), Mr. George Hudson and Mrs. H. B. 
Allen. The Auditing and Nominating Committees were requested to have 
their reports in readiness at the afternoon business session, and the Resolu-
tions Committee was asked to present its report at the banquet in the 
evening. 
The first paper on the program was "Observations on the Identification 
of Some Species and Subspecies of Nebraska Birds that are Difficult to 
Distinguish," by Professor M. H. Swenk of the University of Nebraska. 
This talk was illustrated with specimens of bird skins. Among the species 
discussed were the Arkansas and Cassin Kingbirds, Alder Traill and 
Least Flycatchers, Migrant Loggerhead and White-rumped Loggerhead 
Shrikes, Eastern Common and Western Meadowlarks, Clay-colored and 
Brewer Sparrows and Eastern White-crowned and Gambel Sparrows. 
Numerous questions were asked during the progress of this paper, which 
was then thrown open for a general discussion. Professor Swenk also 
exhibited the specimens of Northern Varied Thrush and Palmer Curve-
billed Thrasher, both taken at the Experiment Station grounds near 
North Platte by Mr. Harry E. Weakly, respectively on December 15, 1935, 
and May 2, 1936 (antea, iv, pp. 9-10 and 54), which formed the basis 
for two remarkable new additions to the Nebraska bird list. Mr. Weakly 
was called on to tell in detail about the Palmer Curve-billed Thrashers, 
which he very accommodatingly did. The noon hour having arrived, ad-
journment was made until 1 :30 P. M. 
Promptly at 1 :30 P. M., with fifty-three members and visitors in the 
room, President Gates again called the meeting to order, and the program 
was continued. The next paper was entitled "The 1935 Fall Migration at 
the Washington Monument," by Mr. Robert Overing, formerly of Red 
Cloud and Omaha, but now of Landover, Maryland. This paper was read 
by the Secretary and provoked considerable discussion. The Secretary 
announced that Mr. Overing had submitted this paper to the General 
Notes column of the Wilson Bulletin for publication. 
At 1 :45 P. M., Mr. A. M. Brooking passed around a dozen or more water-
color paintings of birds by Claremont Pritchard of Juniata, Adams 
County, a twenty-year-old lad who has taken quite an interest in birds 
and the painting of them. These paintings elicited considerable favorable 
comment. At 1 :50 P. M., Mr. Wilson Tout read a paper on "The Bird 
Life of Lincoln County," at the conclusion of which the interested listeners 
asked Mr. Tout a number of questions. (This paper, in somewhat con-
densed form, constitutes the leading article in the present number of the 
Review.) 
At 2 :00 P. M., Mrs. O. W. Ritchey of Maywood presented a short paper 
on "The Young Ornithologists-A 4-H Bird Club," in which she told about 
the organization, under her leadership, of a 4-H Bird Club at Maywood, 
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Frontier County. Mrs. Ritchey told of the great interest displayed by the 
boys and girls in this club, as well as some of the difficulties encountered 
and overcome by them, and predicted a very useful future for this type 
of bird study among our young people. 
At 2:10 P. M., the next paper, on "Bird Work with Young People at 
Minden," was presented by Mr. V. W. Binderup of that city. Mr. Binderup 
said in part: "Working with the children is important. Our children of 
today are confronting a different problem than did our generation. They 
will have more time, more leisure, and more vacation, and this time must 
be occupied to their advantage. Bird study will help make this possible. 
Some time ago, my good friend and fellow-townsman Dr. H. Hapeman 
and I drove out to the Platte River and back, and enroute identified thirty-
five different kinds of birds. Not long after that one of our fine young 
men, just out of school, drove over the very same territory. When he came 
home I asked him how many birds he had seen and he said not any. With 
such facts before us, and knowing full well that as 'the twig is bent, so is 
the tree inclined,' we called a conference of Professor C. L. Jones of the 
Minden Public Schools, County Superintendent Massie, Dr. Hapeman, AI 
Mortensen (the editor of our local paper) and myself, and we decided 
that nature study should be taught more in our public schools. We de-
cided on the sixth, seventh and eighth grades because many of our chil-
dren do not go to high school at all, and also because there are so many 
activities in the high school, in the form of games and plays, as well as 
the studies, that we did not believe our plan would prove very successful 
in the high school. Once we gave a tree to be planted at Old Fort Kear~y 
to any school child in the county who would write an essay on trees, and 
229 received passing grades. The trees were planted, and a marker with 
the child's name was placed at each tree. These trees are now growing 
well. Last year each child who received a passing grade was given a trip 
over the Burlington to Hastings. The people of Hastings gave them a 
trip over the city. They visited the Hastings Municipal Museum, had a 
fine banquet, ana all were back by 10 :00 P. M. It proved a wonderful 
success, as only two out of the sixty-five children that had passed had 
ever before seen a pullman, a diner, or an observation coach. This year 
each child receiving a passing grade received a hackberry tree to be 
planted at any chosen place, which also proved a splendid success. Next 
year we plan to go on with the work, and to include all of the children in 
the county, and for every child receiving a passing grade we again plan 
to give a trip to Hastings Municipal Museum, where they can see the 
many mounted birds, and other things of interest." 
The next paper on the program, at 2:30 P. M., was by Mrs. A. M. 
Brooking of Hastings, who discussed "Publications on Birds of Value to 
Libraries of Bird Clubs and Public Libraries." In the preparation of her 
paper on this subject, Mrs. Brooking utilized the valuable information 
that she had gained through the experience of the Brooking Bird Club 
of Hastings and the Hastings Public Library, as well as other public 
libraries in Nebraska. Her well-presented and valuable suggestions 
elicited a considerable discussion, involving not only field identification 
manuals but general reference books on birds and bird magazines as well. 
The next paper on the program, at 3:00 P. M., was on "Some Bird 
Observations Made in the Southwestern United States During January 
to March of 1936," by Mrs. H. C. Johnston of Superior. Mrs. Johnston 
told how she and Mr. Johnston left Superior on January 6, for California. 
When they reached Guthrie, Oklahoma, many Eastern Robins were seen. 
The dominant bird thence to EI Paso, Texas, was the Desert Horned 
Lark, though many White-rumped Loggerhead Shrikes were seen in 
Texas, New Mexico and Arizona. Many Western Meadowlarks were 
noted around Las Cruces, and many Red-winged Blackbirds (subsp.) 
around Lordsburg, both in New Mexico. At Casa Grande, Arizona, Gam-
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bel Sparrows were noted feeding on the berries of the umbrella-trees. The 
principal species observed at the Grand Canyon, Arizona, were the Wood-
house California Jay, Clark Nutcracker, Rocky Mountain Gambel Chicka-
dee, Black-eared Pygmy Nuthatch and Pink-sided Junco. Entering south-
ern California, at El Centro an abundance of Western Mourning Doves 
was noted. Buffieheads and Northern American Coots were noted at the 
Salton Sea. Road-runners were seen in the Imperial Valley, and 
later also at Pasadena. The Phainopepla was noted just out of Palm 
Springs, and was also seen at Death Valley, where were also identified 
the Red-shafted Flicker, Northern Say Phoebe, Vermilion Flycatcher, 
American Raven and LeConte Thrasher. Both the American White Egret 
and the Brewster Snowy Egret were identified along the San Joaquin 
River. At Monterey Park, where the latter part of January, all of Febru-
ary and most of March was spent, Mrs. Johnston observed a number Qf 
interesting birds, among which she mentioned the Brandt (?) Cormorant, 
California Brown Pelican, Anna Hummingbird, Red-shafted Flicker, Black 
Phoebe, California Jay, Pacific Coast Bush-tit, Plain Titmouse, Western 
Mockingbird (singing all night and carrying nesting material on Febru-
ary 21) , California Thrasher (in March), Western Robin, Hermit Thru.~h 
(subsp.), Western Golden-crowned Kinglet, Cedar Waxwing (two), Audu-
bon Warbler (subsp.), California Brewer Blackbird, Brown Towhee 
(subsp.), Nuttall White-crowned Sparrow, Golden-crowned Sparrow (nu-
merous toward the last of March) and Song Sparrow (subsp.). Mrs. 
Johnston commented briefly on all of these species in mentioning them 
Her informal discussion of these southwestern birds was much enjoyed 
by all. 
At the conclusion of Mrs. Johnston's paper, an intermission of fifteen 
minutes was taken to enable the listeners to move about a bit and get 
better acquainted. The program was resumed at 3 :45 P. M. with a paper 
on "Coloration of Birds," by Miss Grace Sylla, Art Instructor in the 
Hastings Public Schools. Miss Sylla first discussed the physical basis of 
bird coloration, after which she developed the theme of harmony in color 
combinations as found in birds. She illustrated this discussion with color 
charts and arrangements of color combinations. It was interesting to 
observe how certain simple combinations of differently colored papers 
immediately suggested to all present such birds as the Red-headed Wood-
pecker, Baltimore Oriole, Orchard Oriole, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Black-
headed Grosbeak, Lazuli Bunting, Blue Grosbeak, etc. Miss Sylla's paper 
was very much enjoyed by everyone present, both as an artistic and in-
formational treat. 
The concluding paper on the program, at 4 :30 P. M., was by Dr. George 
E. Hudson of the Department of Zoology of the University of Nebraska, 
on "Leg Muscle Characters as a Basis for the Classification of Birds." 
Dr. Hudson reported that he had examined representatives of fifteen of 
the twenty North American orders of birds, from a comparative stand-
point, to determine any muscle peculiarities of possible value in classifica-
tion. Examinations were mainly by gross dissection, but celloidin cross 
sections at various levels on the hind limb were also prepared, and some 
of these were projected on the screen through the lantern. Dr. Huason 
outlined some of his more interesting discoveries, as for example that 
certain auks possess a rudimentary but very definite ambiens muscle, 
though generally in the past thought to lack this muscle; that there are 
many important differences between the leg muscles of the buzzard hawks 
(Buteo) and the falcons (Falco), in which latter group the plantaris 
muscle is powerfully developed; that the owls and goatsuckers differ 
greatly in the musculatl1re of the leg; and that the relationship of the 
flycatchers and swallows is shown in their agreement in lacking the post-
acetabular portion of the ilio-tibialis muscle, in which respect they differ 
from the other families of perching birds. Dr. Hudson found the gallina-
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ceous birds to have the most generalized musculature of the pelvic limb, 
and the greatest reduction in number of muscles in the grebes, wood-
peckers and perching birds. Some birds that agreed in possessing the 
same muscles differed greatly in other features of these muscles. Although 
necessarily of a technical nature, Dr. Hudson presented his paper so that 
it was readily understood and its fundamental importance comprehended 
by the average bird student. 
The program having been concluded, President Gates turned the meet-
ing into a business session, Because of the fact that but little time was 
available for the transaction of the necessary business, as usual the 
minutes of the previous annual meeting were approved as printed (antea, 
iii, pp. 125-129) without being read. President Gates and Vice-President 
Mrs, H. C. Johnston both reported briefly for their respective offices, after 
which a report from the Secretary-Treasurer was presented. The follow-
ing paragraphs are summarized, slightly revised, from this report: 
"In July of 1935, the total membership for the year 1935-36 was 119, 
as printed on pages 129-131 of the July, 1935, number of the Review. One 
member, Mr. Herbert S. Mann, of Omaha, was lost by death during the 
year (antea, iv, p. 23). Four members, Mr. Ben L. Cash and Miss Elfie 
Swanson, both formerly of Omaha, Mr. and Mrs. F. C. Humphrey, and 
Dr. Mary Price Roberts, formerly of Stapleton and Grand Island, respec-
tively, resigned because of their removal from the state. The following 
twenty members did not renew their memberships for 1936-37: Mr. W. E. 
Brooks of Elgin; Mr. I. R. Alter of Grand Island; Mrs. John Aldrich and 
Miss Carrie Hansen of Hastings; Mrs. Adna Dobson, Mr. L. E. Mumford, 
Miss Ida Robbins, Mr. W. A. Robbins and Mrs. Frank A. Roehl of Lincoln; 
Mrs. A. H. Bivans of North Platte; and Miss Bertha Calvert, Mrs. R. E. 
Chesebrough, Miss Emma Ellsworth, Mrs. Robert Fleming, Mr. Miles 
Greenleaf, Mrs. J. Franklyn Holly, Miss Mayme Philpot, Mr. and Mrs. 
Mervin Ross, Rev. Henry Scherer, and Miss June M. Slocum of Omaha. 
The Superior Public Library was changed from a membership to a sub-
scription. This 21 % loss in membership reduced the old membership to 
ninety-three, but this loss was offset by the reinstatement of Mr. and Mrs. 
Cyrus A. Black of Kearney (1902), Mrs. C. O. Bruce of Lincoln (1933), 
Mrs. J. D. Fuller of Hastings (1930), Mr. A. L. Haecker of Lincoln 
(1900), Mrs. C. A. Heartwell of Hastings (1933) and the Inez Houghton 
Audubon Society of Chadron (1917), together with the election of nine 
new members, as mentioned elsewhere in these minutes, thus restoring the 
membership to 108, a net loss of eleven members for the year. 
"On May 1, 1935, the N. O. U. had cash on hand of $93.31, to which was 
added during the fiscal year to May 1, 1936, $83.00 for eighty-three annual 
dues for 1935-36, $71.00 for seventy-one annual dues for 1936-37, $16.00 
for subscriptions to the Review for 1936, $4.00 for advance subscriptions 
to the Review for beyond 1936, $82.35 for pUblications sold and $8.61 from 
interest on investments, which, together with $202.87 realized from the 
sale of U. S. Treasury Bonds from the investment fund, a profit of $4.28 
on the sale of called Liberty Bonds and a rebate of $2.40 of one-half of 
the balance from the joint N. O. U.-I. o. U. meeting at Sioux City, made 
total receipts for the year of $567.82. Of this amount, $60.05 was spent 
for postage, $373.88 for printing the July and October, 1935, and January 
and April, 1936, numbers of the Review, $10.61 for engravings for these 
numbers, $6.00 for envelopes, and $1.15 for bank service charges on checks, 
leaving a balance on hand on May 1, 1936, of $116.13. 
"The four numbers of Volume III of the Nebraska Bird Review, total-
ling 160 pages, were all printed in editions of 300 copies. They cost $456.20 
for printing and $7.46 for engraving, a total of $463.66. The cost per 
copy has varied from twenty-six to fifty-two cents, with an average cost 
of thirty-seven cents. This higher average cost per copy than for Volume 
II is due to the smaller edition. In view of the declining membership, it is 
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intended to curtail costs of publication of the Review for Volume IV by 
standardizing the Review at 100 pages yearly and the edition at 250 
copies." 
The report of the Auditing Committee was next received. This Com-
mittee stated that the financial statement of the Secretary-Treasurer had 
been examined and found to be correct. On motion, its report was ap-
proved and adopted. The Nominating Committee then reported through 
its Chairman, Mrs. Carl Collister, proposing the following officers for 
1936-37: President-Mrs. H. C. Johnston, Superior; Vice-President-
Mr. Harry E. Weakly, North Platte; Secretary-Treasurer-Professor 
M. H. Swenk, Lincoln. On motion this report was unanimously approved, 
and the Secretary was instructed to cast the ballot of the society for the 
persons nominated by its Committee. Each of the new officers responded 
briefly. 
N ext in order of business was a discussion of the 1937 meeting place. 
Invitations to meet at Hastings, Lincoln and Superior were extended, 
respectively by Mr. A. M. Brooking, Mr. M. H. Swenk and Mrs. H. C. 
Johnston. On motion, the Executive Committee was authorized to con-
sider all of these invitations, and to call the 1937 annual meeting at such 
time and place as it thought most wise as the time for the making of 
arrangements for the next meeting approached. 
The proposal of names and election of new members being next in order 
of regular business, the names of Miss Margaret Range of Omaha, Miss 
Mary Clement of Ord and Mrs. D. B. Burden, Mrs. E. G. Caldwell, Mr. 
Lee Johnston, Mrs. George Kailey, Miss Jessie Kellogg and Mrs. Harvey 
Rickerson all of Red Cloud, all previously approved for 1935-36 membe.r-
ships by the Executive Committee since the last annual meeting, were 
considered and these persons were confirmed in their membership for that 
year. Eight new members for 1936-37 were then elected, as follows: Mrs. 
Cora Van Fleet of Doniphan, Dr. and Mrs. Claude Laird of Ingleside, 
Mrs. Daisy B. Seybolt of Lincoln, Miss Ruth Moon of North Platte, Miss 
A. C. Lawton of Omaha, Mr. R. E. Kendall of Peru, Mr. George Trine of 
Red Cloud, Miss Hilda Coufal of Stapleton, and Miss Mary Alice Slee 
of York. 
The hour of 5:30 P. M. having arrived, the business session was ad-
journed, in order that the members and their guests might reconvene for 
the annual banquet, which was held in the Crystal Room of the Pawnee 
Hotel at 6 :30 P. M. There were eighty-five persons in attendance at the 
banquet. Due to the activity of a committee of the North Platte Bird 
Club, the banquet tables were all liberally supplied with garden flowers. 
A string trio, consisting of Miss Helen Bonner, piano, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Guire, cello, and Miss Rebecca Tout, violin, rendered Brahms' "Hungarian 
Dance" and Tschaikowsky's "Andante Cantabile" during the banquet, and 
at its conclusion the retiring President, Mr. L. M. Gates, of the State 
Department of Agriculture and Inspection at Lincoln, gave an address on 
"Nebraska as a State for Ornithologists." Mr. Gates began his discussion 
with a description of the visits to Nebraska of such pioneer ornithologists 
as Thomas Say, Prince Maximilian, J. J. Audubon, Thomas Nuttall and 
J. K. Townsend; he then outlined the contacts of F. V. Hayden, J. G. 
Cooper, and Elliott Coues with Nebraska ornithology, and the later work 
of Samuel Aughey and Lawrence Bruner; and concluded with the organ-
ization of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union at the turn of the century 
and the subsequent contributions of some of its members to national or 
international as well as to local ornithology. 
At the conclusion of President Gates' address, the report of the Resolu-
tions Committee was called for, and was read by Mr. A. M. Brooking, the 
Chairman of the Committee. The resolutions were as follows: 
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"We, the members of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union, assembled 
at North Platte on May 15, 1936, wish to express our great appreciation 
to the officers and members of the North Platte Bird Club, whose work has 
made so successful this thirty-seventh annual session, and especially do 
we thank Mr. Wilson Tout for what he has done in the general supervision 
of the arrangements for this meeting, Miss Rebecca Tout for her help in 
the registration of the members, Mrs. Tout, Mrs. Carl Collister and Miss 
Ruth Moon for the beautiful floral arrangement of the banquet tables, 
and each other member of the Club who has contributed to the success of 
this occasion. We further wish to thank the management of the Pawnee 
Hotel for the many courtesies enjoyed during this meeting. We wish also 
to tender our thanks to our Secretary-Treasurer for his continued efforts 
in promoting the welfare of our organization. And to each contributor to 
our program of the afternoon we desire to express our appreciation arid 
indebtedness. 
"In order to further the conservation of bird life, we recommend to those 
responsible that the flood lights on the Washington Monument at Wash-
ington, D. C., be turned off during the bird migration seasons, for we de-
plore the tremendous loss of life among our feathered friends that has 
taken place since these lights were installed in 1932. 
"We further recommend that an effort be made to discontinue the late 
spring burning of trash and weeds bordering on irrigation ditches and 
roadways because of the injury done thereby to nesting birds, and suggest 
that a copy of these resolutions be sent to the proper irrigation officials. 
"We are concerned over the fact that our Greater Prairie Chicken and 
Prairie Sharp-tailed Grouse are facing extinction as a result of the con-
tinued operation of a number of unfavorable factors, among which may 
be emphasized over-grazing, which destroys the cover of these birds and 
subjects them to the predatory attacks of crows, resulting in a heavy loss 
of eggs and young birds; the attacks on their eggs and young by rodents, 
which are increasing on account of the decimation of our hawks and owls 
by irresponsible shooters; and the killing of the young birds out of season 
by local hunters who persist in disregarding the law. We recommend that 
every effort be made by each individual member of this organization to 
educate the people of Nebraska as to the necessity of establishing large 
areas of cover for the Greater Prairie Chicken and Prairie Sharp-tailed 
Grouse, and as to the value of our economic hawks and owls, and the neces-
sity of obeying the established laws giving protection to bird life. 
"We further recommend that steps be taken to support and increase 
the law enforcement activities of the Bureau of Biological Survey of the 
United States Department of Agriculture, and that the attention of the 
Nebraska Wildlife Federation be drawn to the fact that at the present 
time the enforcement activities of the Federal officials are hampered by 
the existing Nebraska law requiring that a true bill be brought by a grand 
jury before prosecution can be started in case of violations of the Federal 
game laws. 
(signed) Hallie J. Allen 
George E. Hudson 
A. M. Brooking (Chairman)" 
Following the reading of the resolutions, on motion they were unani-
mously adopted. The program of the day was then concluded by the show-
ing of four reels of motion pictures, presented through the courtesy of 
Dr. A. A. Allen of the Department of Ornithology at Cornell University. 
Two of these reels were entitled "Birds of the Finger Lakes Marshes, 
New York," and gave splendid views of the home life of the Black Tern, 
Pied-billed Grebe, Coot, Florida Gallinule, Least Bittern, Red-winged 
Blackbird, Virginia Rail, Sora, Long-billed Marsh Wren, American Bit-
tern, Marsh Hawk, Short-billed Marsh Wren, Wilson Snipe, Green Heron, 
Alder Flycatcher, Woodcock, Brown Creeper and Pileated Woodpecker:. 
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The other two reels were entitled "North with the Birds," and gave some 
fine views of the bird life of the Hudson Bay region around Churchill, 
including the Willow Ptarmigan, Eastern Horned Lark, Lapland Long-
spur, Snow Bunting, Gambel Sparrow, Ruddy Turnstone, Northern Phal-
arope, Wilson Phalarope, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, 
Stilt Sandpiper, Lesser Yellow-legs, Red-backed Sandpiper, Bonaparte 
Gull, Tree Sparrow, Blackpoll Warbler, Hoary Redpoll, Harris Sparrow, 
Arctic Loon, Arctic Tern, Parasitic Jaeger, Hudsonian Curlew and Golden 
Plover. At the conclusion of the films, which were explained and discussed 
as they were shown by M. H. Swenk, the members expressed their appre-
ciation to Dr. Allen by a vote of thanks for his generosity in making 
possible their showing at North Platte. 
The North Platte meeting was very well attended. Forty-three persons, 
representing twenty-eight N. O. U. memberships, were present as follows: 
Mesdames Addison Adams, Harry B. Allen, George Back, George Blinco, 
A. M. Brooking, Carl Collister, O. D. Corey, J. D. Fuller, L. M. Gates, 
C. A. Heartwell, Carl Hollman, G. E. Hudson, H. C. Johnston, A. H. Jones, 
L. H. McKillip, E. R. Maunder, F. E. Petersen, O. W. Ritchey, George O. 
Smith, M. H. Swenk, Wilson Tout, Glenn Viehmeyer and Harry Weakly; 
Misses Mary Ellsworth, Ruth Moon and M. Caryle Sylla; and Messrs. 
Addison Adams, Harry B. Allen, George Back, V. W. Binderup, Cyrus A. 
Black, George Blinco, A. M. Brooking, Carl Collister, O. D. Corey, L. M. 
Gates, E. W. Glandon, W. J. Himmel, Carl Hollman, L. O. Horsky, G. E. 
Hudson, George O. Smith, M. H. Swenk, Wilson Tout, Glenn Viehmeyer 
and Harry Weakly. Others present as guests or visitors included Dr. 
Frank E. Burnham of Arnold, Mr. Dales Hines of Cozad, Mr. Walter W. 
Bennett of the Bureau of Biological Survey, Mr. Earl W. Ladd, Superin-
tendent of the Crescent Lake Bird Sanctuary in Garden County, and 
Mrs. Ladd. Mr. Frank F. Poley of Denver, Colorado, Game Management 
Agent of the Biological Survey, and Mrs. Poley, Mrs. A. M. Jones and 
Miss Grace Sylla of Hastings, Mr. Raymond Roberts of Lincoln, and 
Misses Florence B. Phillips and Rebecca Tout and Messrs. Arthur McCabe 
and J. V. Rornigh of North Platte. 
MYRON H. SWENK, Secretary-Treasurer, N. O. U. 
REPORT ON TIlE 'l'HIRTY-FOURTH ANNUAL FIELD DAY 
OF THE NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION 
On Saturday, May 16, the thirty-fourth annual field day of the N. O. U. 
was held. The day was clear and quite warm. The field party, number-
ing some sixty persons, formed into three divisions, under different 
leaders, to visit different points, starts being made at 6 :00 A. M. and 7 :00 
A. M. One party, under the leadership of Mrs. Collister, visited the heavi-
est available woodland areas along the river near North Platte, a second 
party, under the leadership of Mr. Tout, went up into the sandhills to 
Jackson's Lake, while the third party, under the leadership of Mr. Weakly, 
visited the Experiment Substation grounds. All parties reassembled at 
11 :00 A. M. for luncheon at the Camp Fire Girls cabin, just north of the 
city, as guests of the North Platte Bird Club. The composite list at noon 
numbered 102 birds, to which eleven species were added during the after-
noon on the visit to the large reservoir of the Platte Valley Public Power 
and Irrigation Project. The total list of 113 birds for the day is as fol-
lows: Common Pied-billed Grebe, Treganza (?) Great Blue Heron, 
American Black-crowned Night Heron, American Bittern, Lesser Snow 
Goose (1), Common Mallard, Gadwall, Baldpate, Green-winged Teal, 
Blue-winged Teal, Shoveller, Lesser Scaup, Redhead (1 pair), Swainson 
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Hawk, Marsh Hawk, Sparrow Hawk (subsp.), Greater Prairie Chicken, 
Bob-white (subsp.), Ring-necked Common Pheasant, Northern American 
Coot, Northern Killdeer, Southern Long-billed Curlew, Upland Plover 
(several pairs), Spotted Sandpiper, Lesser Yellow-legs, Pectoral Sand-
piper, White-rumped Sandpiper, Baird Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, Stilt 
Sandpiper, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Wilson Phalarope, Forster Tern, 
American Black Tern, Western Mourning Dove, Western Great Horned 
Owl, Western Burrowing Owl, Eastern Belted Kingfisher, Northern Yel-
low-shafted Flicker, Red-headed Woodpecker, Eastern Hairy Woodpecker, 
Northern Downy Woodpecker, Eastern Kingbird, Arkansas Kingbird, 
Northern Crested Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, Alder Traill Flycatcher, 
Least Flycatcher, Saskatchewan Horned Lark, Common Bank Swallow, 
Rough-winged Swallow, Barn Swallow, Eastern Cliff Swallow, Northern 
Blue Jay, American Magpie, Eastern Crow, Long-tailed Black-capped 
Chickadee, Eastern White-breasted Nuthatch, Western House Wren, 
Common Rock Wren, Western Mockingbird, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, 
Eastern Robin, Wood Thrush, Olive-backed Swainson Thrush, Northern 
Gray-cheeked Thrush, Willow Thrush, Eastern Common Bluebird, Cedar 
Waxwing, Loggerhead Shrike (subsp.), Northern Bell Vireo, Blue-headed 
Solitary Vireo (1), Red-eyed Vireo, Warbling Vireo (subsp.), Black and 
White Warbler, Eastern Yellow Warbler, Black-poll Warbler, Marylapd 
Yellow-throat (subsp.), Long-tailed Chat, American Redstart, English 
House Sparrow, Bobolink, Eastern Common Meadowlark, Western Meadow-
lark, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Thick-billed Red-winged Blackbird, Orchard 
Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, Bullock Oriole, Brewer Blackbird, Bronzed 
Grackle, Cowbird (subsp.), Scarlet Tanager, Eastern Cardinal, Rocky 
Mountain Black-headed Grosbeak, Western Blue Grosbeak, Indigo Bunt-
ing, Lazuli Bunting, Dickcissel, Northern Pine Siskin, American Goldfinch 
(subsp.), Arctic Spotted Towhee, Lark Bunting, Western Grasshopp~r 
Sparrow, Western Vesper Sparrow, Western Lark Sparrow, Eastern 
Chipping Sparrow, Clay-colored Sparrow, Western Field Sparrow, Gambel 
Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow and Song Sparrow (subsp.). 
MEMBERSHIP ROLL OF THE NEBRASKA 
ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION 
HONORARY MEMBERS 
*Bruner, Prof. Lawrence, 3033 Deakin Street, Berkeley, California ... 1900 
Grinnell, Dr. Joseph, Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, University of 
California, Berkeley, California ............................. 1932 
Hole, Mrs. H. F., 1610 Ivy Street, Crete, Nebraska ................ 1919 
Loveland, Mrs. G. A., River Road, Norwich, Vermont ............. 1901 
Niedrach, Mr. Robert J., Colorado Museum of Natural History, 
Denver, Colorado .......................................... 1932 
Oberholser, Dr. H. C., 2805 18th Street, N. W., Washington, D. C .... 1924 
Stephens, Dr. T. C., Morningside College, Sioux City, Iowa ......... 1911 
Zimmer, Mr. John T., American Museum of Natural History, Cen-
tral Park, New York, New york ............................ 1907 
ACTIVE MEMBERS 
Adams, Mr. and Mrs. Addison, 1812 West 4th Street, Hastings, Ne-
braska ................................................... 1927 
Allen, Mrs. Harry B., Route 4, Cozad, Nebraska .................. Hi33 
*Charter Member. 
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Anderson, Mr. Dana, St. Edward Nebraska ....................... 1933 
Anderson, Mrs. Dana, St. Edward, Nebraska ..................... 1934 
Appleget, Mrs. Willard D., 1314 North 9th Street, Beatr:ce, Ne-
braska ................................................... 1933 
Back, Mr. George, Gothenburg, Nebraska ........................ 1934 
Baldrige, Mr. Joseph, 141 North 39th Street, Omaha, Nebraska .... 1932 
Beed, Mr. Watson E., Lineville, Iowa ............................ 1933 
Binderup, Mr. V. W., Minden, Nebraska .......................... 1929 
Black, Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus A., 1404 Tenth Avenue, Kearney, Ne-
braska ................................................... 1902 
Blinco, Mr. George, 411 Morehead Street, Chadron, Nebraska ....... 1933 
BLnco, Mrs. George, 411 Morehead Street. Chadron, Nebraska ...... 1919 
Bozell, Mr. Leo, 510 Electric Building. Omaha, Nebraska .......... 1935 
Brookings, Mr. and Mrs. A. M., 622 East 7th Street, Hastings Ne-
braska ................................................... 1918 
Brooking Bird Club, A. M. Brooking, L;brarian, Hastings Museum, 
Hastings, Nebraska ....................................... 1933 
Bruce, Mrs. C. 0., 3008 0 Street, Lincoln. Nebraska ............... 1933 
Button, Mrs. Lily Ruegg, 616 West 8th Street, Fremont, Nebraska .. 1915 
Callaway, Misses Susie and Agness, R. F. D. No.3, Fairbury, Ne-
braska ................................................... 1925 
Chapman, Mrs. Glen, Aurora, Nebraska .......................... 1927 
Collister. Mrs. Carl, North Platte, Nebraska ...................... 1934 
Corey, Mr. O. D., 3040 Georg:an Court, Lincoln, Nebraska ......... 1925 
Corey, Mrs. O. D., 3040 Georgian Court, Lincoln, Nebraska ........ 1921 
Coufal, Miss Hilda, Stapleton, Nebraska ......................... 1936 
Day, Mr. Fred 1., 210 East S'xth Street, Sup~rior. Nebraska ....... 1933 
Day, Mrs. George L., 631 Kansas Avenue, Superior, Nebraska ...... 1923 
Day, Miss Marian, 631 Kansas Avenue, Superior, Nebraska ........ 1932 
Denise, Rev. Larimore C., 2020 Spencer Street, Omaha Nebraska ... 19~8 
Eastman, Mr. Fred, 2628 Dodge Street, Omaha, Nebraska .......... 19~5 
Ellsworth, Miss Mary, 5104 Izard Street, Omaha, Nebraska ........ 1917 
Fuller, Mrs. J. D., 609 North Denver Avenue, Hast:ngs, Nebraska ... 1930 
Gates, Mr. and Mrs. Leroy M., 5234 Adams Street, Lincoln, Ne-
braska ................................................... 1913 
Gifford, Dr. Harold 1620 Medical Arts Building, Omaha, Nebraska .. 1930 
Glandon, Mr. and Mrs Earl W., Stapleton, Nebraska .............. 1933 
Goodell. Mrs. R. M., Staplehurst, Nebraska ....................... 1935 
Griffin, Mrs. Rosalind M., Hardy, Nebraska ....................... 1924 
*Haecker, Mr. A. L., 503 South 26th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska ...... 1900 
Hart, Mr. Charles K., Prosser, Nebraska ......................... 1921 
Hart, Mrs. Charles K., Prosser, Nebraska ........................ 1925 
Hauke, Mr. Harold A., Custer, South Dakota ...................... 1933 
Heartwell, Mrs. C. A., 1401 North Elm Avenue, Hastings, Nebraska .1933 
Heineman, Mrs. Paul T., Plattsmouth, Nebraska .................. 19-33 
Hilton, Dr. Dav'd C., 305 Richards Block, Lincoln, Nebraska ........ 1909 
Himmel, Prof. Walter J., Bessey Hall 309, University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln, Nebraska ......................................... 1933 
Hitchcock, Mr. and Mrs. O. J., 4206 Touzalin Avenue, Lincoln, Ne-
braska ................................................... 1933 
Hollman, Mr. and Mrs. Carl, 1106 W. 5th Street, North Platte, Ne-
braska ................................................... 1934 
Holly, Miss Bertha, 922 Sixth Street, Fairbury, Nebraska .......... 1927 
Horsky, Mr. and Mrs. L. 0., 5952 Franklin Street, Omaha, Ne-
braska ................................................... 1910 
Hudson, Mr. George E., Bessey Hall 223, University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln, Nebraska ......................................... 1933 
Hudson, Mrs. Lulu Kortz, Simeon, Nebraska ...................... 1919 
Inez Houghton Audubon Society, Chadron, Nebraska .............. 1917 
Johnston, Mrs. H. C., 856 Idaho Street, Superior, Nebraska ........ 1919 
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Jones, Mrs. A. H., 1114 North Denver Street, Hastings, Nebraska ... 1924 
Jones, Mr. Harold C., The Berry Schools, Mt. Berry, Georgia ....... 1933 
Kendall, Mr. R. E., Woods Brothers Construction Company, Peru, 
N <lbraska ................................................ 1936 
Krohn, Miss Bertha, 1837 C Street, Lincoln, Nebraska ............. 1933 
Laird, Dr. and Mrs. Claude, Ingleside, Nebraska ................... 1936 
Larson, Mr. Martin E., 3320 Burt Street, Omaha, Nebraska ........ 1925 
Lawton, Miss A. C., 3316 Burt Street, Omaha, Nebraska ........... 1936 
Lionberger, Mrs. Earle L., 537.Kansas Avenue, Superior, Nebraska .. 1925 
Ludlow, Mr. Charles S., R. R. No; 2, Red Cloud, Nebraska ......... 1912 
McCreary, Mr. Otto, Agricultural Hall, University of Wyoming, 
Laram:e, Wyoming ........................................ 1930 
McGill University Library, 3459 McTavish Street, Montreal, Quebec, 
Canada .................................................. 1929 
McKillip, Mrs. L. H., 149 North 15th Street, Seward, Nebraska ..... 1919 
Marsh, Mr. William, 4157 Davenport Street, Omaha, Nebraska ...... 1933 
Marshall, Mr. D. B., 5211 Jackson Street, Omaha, Nebraska ........ 1934 
Mauck, Miss Ruth M., Box No.7, Nelson, Nebraska ................ 1933 
Maunder, Mrs. E; R.'and Miss Vera, 818 Ash Avenue, Hast:ngs, Ne-
braska ................................................... 1933 
Mendell, Mrs. Josephine Day, Superior, Nebraska ................. 1935 
Mitchell, Dr. C. A., 2024 Emmet Street, Omaha, Nebraska .......... 1926 
Moon, Miss Ruth, North Platte, Nebraska ........................ 1936 
Moser, Dr. R. Allyn, Med:cal Arts Building, Omaha, Nebraska ...... 1935 
Nason, Miss Helen, 745 North 57th Avenue, Omaha, Nebraska ...... 1933 
Omaha Public Library, Miss Blanche Hammond, Librarian, Omaha, 
N<lbraska ..................... : .......................... 1907 
Overing, Mr. Robert, Landover, Maryland ........................ 1928 
Peterson, Mrs. F. E., Stapleton, Nebraska ...... ; ................. 1935 
Richardson, Mrs. Charles, Fairbury, Nebraska .................... 1~24 
Ritchey, Mrs. O. W., Maywood, Nebraska ........................ 1933 
Rooney, Miss Elizabeth, 2802 Dodge Street, Omaha, Nebraska ...... 1915 
St. Martin, Miss Mary, 244 Chestnut Street, Wahoo, Nebraska ..... 1920 
Schoular, Mrs. George, 945 Commercial Avenue, Super;or, Ne-
braska ................................................... 1935 
Seybolt, Mrs. Daisy B., 2828 Cedar Street, Lincoln, Nebraska ...... 1936 
Sheldon, Mr. and Mrs. Addison E., 1319 South 23rd Street, Lincoln, 
Nebraska ................................................ 1904 
Slee, Miss Mary Alice, York College, York, Nebraska .............. 1936 
Smith, Mr. and Mrs. George 0., 1837 C Street, Lincoln, Nebraska ... 1923 
Stipsky, Mr. Joseph E .. Hooper, Nebraska ....................... 1928 
Swain, Mrs. J. R., Greeley, Nebraska ............................ 1926 
*Swenk, Mr. and Mrs. Myron H., 1410 North 37th Street, Lincoln, 
Nebraska ................................................ 1900 
Sylla, Miss M. Caryle, 808 North Denver Avenue, Hastings, Ne- .. 
braska ................................................... 19~8 
Taylor, Miss Mollie A., Box 262, Battle Creek, Nebraska ............ 1930 
Timmler, Mr. Rudolph, 3136 North 57th Street, Omaha, Nebraska ... 1933 
*Tout, Mr. and Mrs. Wilson, Tribune Printing Company, North 
Platte, Nebraska .......................................... 1900 
Towne, Miss Mary A., 1502 North 54th Street, Omaha, Nebraska .... 1932 
Trine, Mr. George W .. Red Cloud, Nebraska ...................... 1935 
Trine, Mrs. George W., Red Cloud, Nebraska ..................... 1923 
Turner, Mr. Harold, Route 2, Bladen, Nebraska ................... 1933 
Van Fleet, Mrs. Cora, Doniphan, Nebraska ....................... 1936 
Viehmeyer, Mr. and Mrs. Glenn, Stapleton, Nebraska ............. 1935 
Watson, Mr. Lucius H., 4123 Sheridan Blvd., Lincoln, Nebraska ..... 1917 
Weakly, Mr. and Mrs. Harry, Experimental Substation, North Platte, 
N,~braska ................................................ 1934 
Wilson, Miss Louisa E., 3103 South 35th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska .. 1924 
